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Our new sign! Courte;@xt Harrison Tfie Vérble

Anyone who has seen the Flifridelityinows what it’s like to work in a
record store. NGHI'Fidelitjnerely skims the surface of what it’s like to
work at Shangri-la Records. (Except for the part abouBettiBand
E.P-swe used to create the same effecMaitky Stars She Hangs
Brightly..3...2...1 sold!) The amazing thing about 1916 Madison Ave.. =
never know who or what will be coming through the door on any given ‘;V
Would today be the day another teenager would point to the 45sand ¢ *.
what they were and how they worked? Would some confused co-work:
accidentally set off the pepper spray—causing us to close early since r
we nor the customers could breathe? Would Rich “Sniglets” Hall be cor
in looking for guitar strings for his gig at the Comedy Zone? Would som g
leave a used tampon in the 10" punk rock section today? You never knc
Shangri-la Records what is gonna happen and that's what makes it suct
afunride...
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The Griftersook the Shangri-la name to the end of the earth in the ‘90s with
constant touring throughout the U.S., Busipsdia, and even the

Antenna Clullways a great show!
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Herts a few things we’ve done in Htwédnty years:

(1) Helped Memphis musicians, music, book, & fanzipl@yed at the store (see list at end) and all who came
publishers, and record labels get their works distributtf & hear these great bands. There aren’t (m)any
the world (and get paid!). When we began selling reddagss like Shangri-la Records left in the world. Pleas
the music industry was forcing vinyl out, and CDs we¢entinue to shop at the store and we’ll keep booking
being force-fed as the main music product. Twenty yése great bands. Without customers who appreciate
later, the retail record industry is virtually dead and this type of entertainment, we could not continue to
Shangri-la Records is one of the last and best spots #P€sor such great music.

world to pick up over 100 years of recorded vinyl musi
Theslrecords we carried were Hedlcatd/oodoo Train
on New Rose and euntry Rockefsee Range
Chickeon Skyline cassettes and records. Both were s
recorded at Easley’s, released on an obscure French [
and virtually unavailable in the U.S. This distribution
method did not seem right or efficient. In 1989, Memp
and what little record industry was left here, had no
appreciation for its own at that time. We have been
proud to take this lack of interest in Memphis music to
level where bands now can record, release records, to
and even sign major deals with Sub Pop or even dance
label Matador RecordGiljo Mattpanyone?) if so
desired!

(2) Released 43 books, records, & documentaries on Monsieur Jefrey Evamee at Shangri:La

Memphis music and beyond. April Fools Day 2008 wilk$g8) our first 20 years, great art has been created at

our 43’ release, witAntenna Shoegop smash Shangri-la Records, including live videos by former

Generous Gambler MemphiarCharlie Louvilive recordings by Friend of the
StoreMonsieur Jeffrey Evarslive DVD Beat

(3) Produced or sponsored hundreds of live music HBBWénir,lgtnd theGriftersEureka E.RAnd “Banjo”

at the store or around Memphis, on riverboats, at {)geo. Also, we were proud and honored to host the last

Antenna Club, Barristers, the Hi Tone, Green’s LoyiiBkc appearancesCharlie Featheasid the last live
or in the front store parking lot. Thanks to all who show byMudboy & the Neutrons

Shangri-La Records, circa 1988. Shangri-La Records, circa 2008.



Memoirs of Record Freal

Inside the Minds of Current & Forme

DJ in a cage at the Shangri-La x-mas party 2000!

Jared McStagatinup the Memphis music.



Sherman wiRoosevelt “Tha’How Strong My Love is”
Jamison

Andy Earles, Shermatinvgtt, Scott Bomand
Andria Lisle... the Shangri-La crew circa ‘97.
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Landscape architect and warehouse sypervisor
Miles “Smiles” Herndon.

True Memphis geniusgsooner OldhamndDan Penpknow
8 where to shop for those old school soul 45s!



Miles with Sun arti&bscoe “No More Doggin™ Gordon



Scott Bomar, Customer 1990-1994; Blues/Soul 45 sales specialist: 1994

My tenure as an employee at Shangri-La Records was always much more an education than a job. Few spec
episodes come to mind when | think back on that time. Rather, | recall an overall feeling of what the 1990’s in
town Memphis—spent largely at the corner of Madison and Tucker— were like.

What | remember most are the cast of characters. Some were regular customers, and others | watched out o
front window of the store. They roamed and lurked down the sidewalks of Madison Ave., leaving only my imag
where they were going or what they were up to. | especially remember Sherman’s favorite, the guy with the
hair style who always walked down the street without wearing a shirt, carrying a skateboard.

Shangri-La didn’t necessarily live up to its nom de plume when | worked there. The store was nestled in betw:
rent apartments, a veterans home, numerous bars and beer joints, a tattoo parlor, and one of the only head s
the Tri-State area. On a good day you would simultaneously have a Vietnam vet rearranging the spoken worc
into an order known only to themselves, a couple of drunks who stumbled in from Huey’s bar across the stree
carload of stoned idiots who stumbled in after driving 100 miles to buy their month’s supply of crack pipes anc
cooking supplies—thinking they were in that head shop down the street.

| remember those whose paths crossed with mine at
Shangri-La, who are no longer with us. | remember
seein@raig Shindlérgging his Ampeg 8X10" cabinet
into his apartment across the street, the morning
after he had played at Murphy’s until the wee hours.
| remembelack Taylohanging out when he showed
up in town to play a ‘68 Comeback showlefind
Buckleywho came by almost daily when he was
living around the corner, would flip through the used
bins looking for inspiration.

Also no longer with us diee Grifter§he Oblivians
the Antenna Club, Easley Recording on Deadrick,
Anderton’s Oyster Bar, Taylor’s Guitars... | guess a lot

comes and goes in 20 years. The end of one era—the _ o
beginning of a new one. Scott Bomar Hustlin’ and FlowiSpeitmer Oldham

What | learned most from
my Shangri-La experience
was how to make things
happen. | saw the store
begin with one small crate
of Sub Pop 45s and
flotation tanks and evolve
into one of the greatest
record stores of all time,
and one of the most
significant record labels in
the history of Memphis.

Guitar Wol-One of the best Shangri-la in-stores ever!
10 (SeeKing Louiegtaking notes on the porch!)



Andria Lisle, 1994998

During my four-year tenure at Shangri-la Records, | met my

share of celebrities and made a ton of music-loving friends. 1 still

remember the day thBeclgot turned on fbony Joe White

and | continue to stay in touch with tourists who | took down to

Junior Kimbroughuke joint after closing shop on Sunday nights.

One weekday, however, | was in a grumpy mood when | came into

work. A rag-tag group of out-of-towners was standing on the

porch, waiting for me, when | crossed Madison from my then-

apartment just before noon. The day was sweltering, but they

politely sipped bottled Cokes outside while | threw my lunch in the

fridge, and threw Rufus Thomagbum on the turntable before

plugging in the neon “open” sign. Once the clock struck twelve, they

quickly and quietly amassed a stack of Memphis-oriented records

and CDs before approaching my perch up front. One guy—mid-40s,

salt-and-pepper beard, ball cap, glasses—handed me a credit NO celebrity preferential treatment here
card that saidEthan Coen asked if he was in town for the

screening dRaising Arizonaslated for the Orpheum that weekend, and he laughed. No, he said, he was he
scouting locations for a new movie. | shook his hand and sent him and hisviissnBBetws Soul Foad

year later, whedohn Beifussterviewed him about the film—which turned outCtaBbather Where Art

Thou-he sent props my way for the lunchtime recommendation. It was pretty damn cool of him, but hone
was just another day at Shangri-la.

Scott RAylorandChris Davisas Mayoral Candidate Jerry
Lawlerat the Shangri-La Christmas Pa0).

Phantom Surfersour 1st and best in-store evay!



Buck Wildersencyclopedic soul music aficionado.

He said, “Well, her real name is Mary Frierson.” | then proceeded to tell him
about my obsession with the song and my long hunt for the record. He couldn’t
believe that someone my age would want or even know about the song. He
thought that it was so funny that he called his sister on the spot. She
answered the phone, and he said, “Sis, I'm at the record shop, and this young
boy is in here playing your record!” He then handed me the phone and said she
wanted to talk to me. | was almost in shock when | said, “Hello!” She was

very nice and was pleased to hear that | was a fan. Since then, her brother
Johnny Frierson has become a regular customer. Her other brother, James
Frierson, has also been to visit the store. James was a m&imper of
Drapelswhich was an earlier group that consisted of the Frierson family.
They had recorded 2 singles for Stax prior to the Wendy Rene release. It was
hard for me to believe that the day | found this long-desired record, | was
talking on the phone with the artist on that same day! I'd still love to meet

Ms. Frierson in person, but a phone call was just as nice.

Steven Seagasans bodyguard.
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Eric The Hook-upHermeygyet another Shangri-La soul
music connoisseur
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Jared (right) with Bob NastanoReaverdnenat the 2nd Shangri-La Riverboat Shindig.

First up was Rusty Taylor tloé
Swingin’ Yo-Yo’andthe Charms
He'd lost a little up top (really, he just
looked like some fifty-something
stockbroker), but he hadn’t lost
anything on those soaring vocals.
“Leaning On You” sounded just like
the record—better even and more
confident. The harmonies he hit with
Lori were incredible, and he was
really sweet to her during practice,
helping her get a handle on a beast
of a vocal song.
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B.B. Cunninghantettin’ it all hang out at Shangri-
La Records.

Spector on steroids. We'll do better next time, | promise! Of course, lack of rehearsal timdimiditkiosoer

one bit. We ripped throldgish and the Casualshtight Tonight,” and he walked up and belted it out like he’d just
written it. After the show, he claimed that we played it even better than the original! Doubt that, but if so, that’s
highest praise I'll ever get, and it's owed almost entirely to Alex’s spot-on guitar solo. He nailed it! Hey, Dickin
have just been blowing smoke, but he still didn’t have to say it.

I'd be remiss if | didn’t mentlen Coachmemdthe Castelsvho suited up and played just like the old days. Both
bands were great on show day. Show day! What a blast. Just seeing all these cats get together again (some
hadn’t seen each other in over 25 years) was like watching the coolest high school reunion ever. | gotta admit
was like a blur. | met so many Memphis legends that day—one every few steps. | wish ‘em all the best!
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We love all our customers equally! We do! We appreciate ya!
But here are some of our favorite celebrity customers:

John Stirratt Wfilcostops by to say hi.
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Alex Greene, Alicja Trout, Antenna Shoes, ArcBdaivvals,
HappeninBjg Ass Truck, Black Lips, Blair Combest,
Bloodthirsty Lovers, Bluff City Backsliders, Bob Frank, Bc
Brad Postlethwaite, The Break&iexicandice Ivory,
Carla Thomas, Cast€lsangin’ Tymes, Charlie Feathers,
Charlie Louvin, Chasing Squirrels, Chocolate Bunny, Chc
GirlCitizens’ UtilitieSJoots, Coach and Four, Color Cast, C
Jerks, Cordell Jackson, Cory Branan, Currituck Co., Dan
David Brookings, Deering & Down, Demolition String Bat
Agent 45, DJ Buck Wilders, DJ Chase One, DJ Hi-C, DJ
Hammond, DJ Mr. Finewine, DJ Redeye Jedi, DJ Tony .
Don Montgomery, The Dynamites, Effingham & Wheatsti
Egyptian Eyes, Eighty Katie, Eldorado & the Ruckus, Eric
Faves, Feisty Javelinas, Fielddtomeld)n Brungiant

Bear, The Glass, The Glitches, The Guftetse§rundies,
Guitar WolfHalfacre Gunroom, Harlan T Bobo, Harvey Sc
Hi Electric, High Strung, Holly Cole, The Hook-Up!!!, Hot
Howard Tate, Imagination Head, Impala, Jack Oblivian &
Tennessee Tearjerkers, James Luther “Jim” Dickinson, J
Midgets, Jeffrey James & The Haul, Jetty Webb, Jump B
Jake, Jung Shin, Lamar Sorrento, Little Milton, Loggia,

20



We appreciate all of yal

Lorette Velvette, Los Cantadores, Lucero, Lucky, Mary Lc
Megan Relillyhe Mekon$jelissa Dunn, Memphis Blazers,
The Memphis Godrismphix, Monsieur Jeffrey Evans,
Mouserocket, Neckbones, The New Mary Jane, Nice Dig
Redmond, Noise Choir, North Mississippi All-Stars, Onel
Original Thre®thar TurneRapa Tops West Coast
Turnaround, Paul Taylor, Pawtuckets, Perf&tidatem
SurfersPink Slip Daddy, Poor Little Rich Kids, Porch Gho
Rae-Ray, Reatard?eginaldReigning Sound, Reverend Vir
Anderson, Richard James & the Special Riders, Robby (
Ron Franklin, Ronnie Williams, Ross Johnson, Rusty Ta
Sam the SharBatyrs, Secret Service, Shelby BSiant|e
OnesSin Ropas, Sir Mack R&mugglerSnowglobe,
Spooner Oldham, Staffapping Fieldhan8azi Hendrix,
Swearing at Motorists, The Sweat Band, Tenjme&s)g
Fellars Union Local ZB2pse Darlins, Tim Prudhomme, Th
Third Man (aka Augustine), Tony Joe White, Tyler Keith ¢
Preachers Kids, Ultrachisrestyegas Thunder, Vending
Machine, Villains, Viva L’American Deathray Music, The
Warble, Walkie Talkie, Wallendas, Wayne Jackson, Wile
the Checkmat&¥jll Roy Sandem/illiam Lee “Bill” Ellis,
Young Fresh Fellows...
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Papa ©ps West Coast Ornaroundg the best-dressed

band in Memphis, play at Shangri-la’s 12th birthdaysiedigsing Fieldhandsockin’ the Mississippi River at the
2nd Shangri-La Riverboat Shindig!

Thinking Fellars Union Local 282owin’ down with a hippie

in the cage at Green’s Lounge, at the 3rd Shangri-La Shindig.
Calexicoon one of their many visits
through Memphis.

Luther Dickinso& Othar Trnerbloozing it up at the Shangri-la
10-year celebration!
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Available on Shangri-La Projects April 1st!
Antenna Shoes Generous Gambler

April 4th Antenna Shoes Record Release
at the Hi-Tone

Look for an in-Store
at Shangri-La Records in April!

www.shangrilaprojects.com

CD
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